
In this Newsletter

What is the NPNA?
The Normal Park Neighborhood Association (NPNA) of
Ypsilanti, Michigan, formed in 1989, is the oldest
neighborhood association in the City of Ypsilanti. The
mission of the NPNA is to have a positive, lasting impact
on the quality of life in the Normal Park neighborhood, and
thus the City of Ypsilanti as a whole. Through active
partnerships with other civic groups, businesses, schools,
libraries, neighbors and government, the NPNA works to
beautify the environment, protect property values,
encourage compatible businesses, reduce crime, and
foster pride in our community. NPNA covers the area
bounded by Congress Street on the south, the south side
of Washtenaw Avenue on the north, Mansfield Street on
the west, and the west side of Summit Street on the east.
All households within these boundaries are considered
members of the neighborhood association automatically.
Annual voluntary dues of $10 per household per year are
encouraged, and you can find a donation link on
www.normalpark.org. Your dues, along with the
proceeds from our annual yard sale registrations, make it
possible for the NPNA to support neighborhood projects,
events, meetings and more!

Thanks to Our Contributors!

NPNA Upcoming Events

Fall 2025
www.normalpark.org

Newsletter of the Normal Park
Neighborhood Association

Many thanks to this issue’s contributors: Patrick McLean,
Dennis Longo, Angela Scott, and Leah Kalish!! Their
work helps makes this a truly neighbor-driven
publication. Consider joining them in a future issue with a
submission. Write us at newsletter@normalpark.org. 

Calling all young and young at heart--the NPNA
Children's Halloween Parade is back for another year!

The parade will step off from WIMA/WiHi on Mansfield
on Sunday, October 26 at 3pm. The route will wind
through the neighborhood and end up at the Senior
Center where we will complete the usual traditions:
 
1. Kids introduce themselves and their costumes (if
they want to) 
2. Dance to Monster Mash 
3. Eat snacks 

Everyone is invited to dress in costume and meet in
front of the school at 2:50 pm. If it is raining hard, we
will post here to just meet directly at the Senior Center.
If it's just a few sprinkles, bring your umbrellas and join
us. If you're not marching in the parade, be sure to
cheer the kids and band on as they come by. 

Watch the Facebook event page for a sign-up to bring
snacks or help with set up/tear down. 

NPNA Children’s Halloween Parade

Sunday, October 26 at 3:00 pm
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About this Newsletter
Inclusion of submitted content, including advertisements,
in the NPNA newsletter does not reflect an endorsement
by the Normal Park Neighborhood Association or its
Board.
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City Council Update
By Patrick McLean

I’ve always been a walker, and there are few neighborhoods
better anywhere than Normal Park for walking. I love an
early morning trek with my dog, Charlotte, along our tree
lined streets. l love the even earlier walks when the stars
and planets are visible. I love being able to catch up with
neighbors along the way. My walks remind me daily why I
love our neighborhood.

But as much as I’d prefer to get everywhere by walking,
there are times when I have to drive. Increasingly, those
drives along our streets are far less pleasant than the walks.
Our streets are crumbling. They’re worse in some parts of
NP than others, and the rest of Ypsilanti is dealing with the
same situation. Perhaps like you, I worry about the potential
damage and repair costs associated with hitting a another
pothole the wrong way. I’m tired of my coffee spilling all over
my console when I drive too close to a sinkhole.

I still remember the first time I drove into Normal Park back
in 2001. I had two immediate impressions. First, I noticed
the beauty of the trees. And second, I distinctly recall saying
to myself, “These streets suck,” or perhaps I used some
more colorful language.

A few years later, the residents of Ypsilanti apparently
agreed with my assessment of the streets and voted for a
pair of millages to repair and repave nearly all the streets in
the city. And in the years that followed, after a multi-year
repair project, our streets were fantastic. But that was 20
years ago now, and after two decades of time, weather,
sewer repairs, and patch jobs, we find ourselves at or
nearing conditions that existed back in the early 2000s.

So what is to be done? That is going to be a question for all
of us, not just for those of us on City Council. We can
continue as we have been, patching and occasionally
repairing (e.g., Oakwood St a few years ago) with limited
existing resources and the occasional grant, but knowing
that deferring the maintenance will multiply the costs later.
Or we might decide to place a new millage issue on the
ballot, perhaps to repair some of the streets or perhaps a
higher millage to repair all of the streets. No decision
on this is imminent. I want to be sure we have extensive
community engagement before we decide on a path
forward. And speaking just for myself as one member of
council, I would only move forward with a major road repair
program if residents of the city approve such a program at
the ballot box.

Over the coming months, I plan to gather financial
information about the likely costs of various options
to share with you. I also hope to bring city staff from the
finance and public works departments to talk about the
conditions of the roads and the costs associated with
various options. In the meantime, I will be very interested to
hear from all of you.

Speaking of roads, I have two other street related items to
share. First, some very good news: I learned this week from
our State Representative Jimmie Wilson that he and
Senator Jeff Irwin were able to secure $3 million in the state
budget for much needed repairs to the Cross Street bridge
in Depot Town. This will cover a little less than half of the
repairs. I expect this project to move forward in 2027.

Second, I want to thank Police Chief Tim Anderson for
listening to the concerns of Normal Park residents about
speeding and stop sign running at two major intersections,
those being at Oakwood and Congress and at Oakwood
and Cross Street. As some of you have seen, the Ypsilanti
Police have been monitoring these two intersections
recently and have “reminded” several motorists what it
means to stop at a stop sign and how to use one’s
speedometer to determine whether you are traveling faster
than 25 miles per hour. All kidding aside, this really is a
serious public safety issue. When you see cars speeding or
running stop signs, I encourage you to register the concern
with the police. The more calls they receive about these
problems at specific locations, the more they will prioritize
future monitoring of our intersections.

Finally, I have to say thank you to the EMU marching band.
They made their annual fall march through the
neighborhood. What a fabulous way to connect the school
with the community! Seeing the band is one of my favorite
autumn traditions in Normal Park. (I hope none of the band
members tripped on the pavement!)

Don’t hesitate to reach out to share concerns or ask
questions.

Have a great fall season!

Patrick McLean
Ward 2
Ypsilanti City Council
pmclean@cityofypsilanti.com



Contact the NPNA Board
If you have questions about our neighborhood, items you
would like discussed at the next board meeting, or
information on opportunities to volunteer, please contact
us:

By email:
On the web:
Current Board Members

President:
Vice President:
Secretary: 
Treasurer:
Greenscape:
New Neighbor:
Newsletter:
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Open positions on the board
and volunteer opportunities
are available!!
We are looking for residents who are interested in
planning activities in the neighborhood. Curious?
Drop an email to president@normalpark.org. We
welcome any level of commitment, big or small.
(And again, board meetings have great snacks!)

president@normalpark.org
www.normalpark.org

Dawn Keech
Claudia Pettit
OPEN
Megan Brown
Caren Putzu
Angie Moloney
Courtenay Tooles 
Stacey Aksman
Kerri Pepperman
Kira Berman
Stephanie Hart
Alex Pettit
Jason Ringholz
Scott Bethune
Shannon Baer
Katia Lev
Alex Pietrantoni
Nina Gilmore
Jessica Howell
Eric Nicholson

Website:
At-large members:

Real Estate Update
By Dennis Longo

These homes are currently active as of 
September 20, 2025:
1307 Congress 
1117 Pearl
1211 Washtenaw
1215 Washtenaw

The following homes have been sold since 
February 1, 2025:
924 Congress
1137 Congress 
1303 Congress 
962 Cross 
963 Cross
1102 Cross 
1215 Cross 
314 Hiawatha 
122 Linden 
172 Mansfield 
325 Mansfield 
907 Pearl 
916 Pearl 
1305 Pearl 
918 Sherman 
927 Sherman 
1112 Sherman 
959 Washtenaw 
1239 Washtenaw 
1217 Westmoorland 
1303 Westmoorland 
917 Woods 

Dennis Longo, an NPNA resident and area Realtor® for 40
years, compiled the above information. Please contact him
at Premier Choice Realty (300 North Huron, Ypsilanti
48197), 734-961-6600, 734-649-6182 cell, or
dennis@premierchoicerealty.biz, with any real estate
questions.

$299,900
$465,000
$265,000
$275,000

$310,000
$285,000
$400,000
$183,600
$480,000
$415,000
$330,000
$400,000
$385,000
$312,000
$280,000
$365,000
$330,750
$400,000
$395,000
$307,659
$410,000
$300,000
$315,000
$440,000
$630,000
$405,000


